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Introduction 
 

•  The Munroe Falls Veterans Memorial was introduced as part of a larger Master Plan that 
included 6.5 acres of municipal property encompassing Guise Park, the historical Kingsmill 
House – which was to become a museum – and the Veterans Memorial. 

•  The Munroe Falls Veterans Memorial Committee was formed on April 28, 1986. 

•  Dennis Mersky of Environmental Design Group was hired by Village for the overall project. 

•  The Veterans Memorial Committee was to raise funds for an acre of land where the old 
Predico House was being removed to become the Memorial site. 

•  Although called a “memorial,” the MF Veterans Memorial was designed to be a tribute to 
anyone, living or deceased, who served at any time in any branch of the armed forces.  

 
 



EARLY PLANNING OF MEMORIAL 
1986-1987 

 
Memorial Committee 

Chairperson:  
Kay Brown 

 
Sculptor: Carl Floyd 



Memorial Committee Meeting  
June 30, 1986 
 
•  Presentation by Environmental Design Group 

•  Master Plan to include Guise Park, historical 
house and Veterans Memorial 

•  Cost of plan: $2,000 - $2,500 

•  Veteran’s Memorial to be 10% of cost, includes 
overseeing construction 

•  Committee recommends entering into contract 

•  Kay Brown appointed Chairman, Pat Nixon 
appointed Secretary 



Letter to Council 
July 1, 1986 
 
•  Committee reports to council on two 

important decisions: 
 

1. Best site for memorial is the land 
already owned by the village, 
directly across the stream from 
Town Hall 

2. A professional designer would be 
needed for the project 

 
•  Expected date of project completion: 

Memorial Day 1987 



Memorial Committee Meeting  
July 14, 1986 
 
•  Dennis Mersky of Environmental Design Group 

distributes Program and Facilities Analyses 
 

•  Mayor Hupp suggests Mersky meets with Village 
engineer; will talk to Law Director about legality of 
committee in regard to funds; and will search for a 
flag that was flown over capitol 

•  Members give views on type of Memorial they 
want for Village 

•  Discussions include the dedication ceremony, a 
sign at the future site and invitation to others who 
may in interested in joining committee 

 





Memorial Committee Meeting  
August 7, 1986 
 
•  Dennis Mersky of Environmental Design 

Group gives progress report, as well as 
presents results of member survey and 
review of inventory (type of soil and wind 
patterns) 

•  Committee decides to contact a sculptor 

•  Mersky requires information on property 
and adjacent area 

 
 



Memorial Committee Meeting  
August 25, 1986 
 
•  Committee discusses need for field survey 

and 1985 aerials 

•  Dennis Mersky from Environmental Design 
Group presents two options for Master Plan 

•  Committee combines parts of each plan; 
revised Master plan to be presented at  
Sept 3 Village Council meeting 

•  Initial cost of single-object sculpture too 
high; search continues 

•  Solicitation letter drafted for businesses, 
civic groups and residents 



Stow Sentry  
September 8, 1986 

•  Memorial to be erected 
in approximate location 
of Predico House, which 
is to be torn down 

•  Plan calls for tree-lined 
walkway between 
memorial, museum 

•  Design provides for an 
open, flat area that may 
be used for festivals, 
ceremonies and informal 
sporting events 

 
 



Memorial Committee Meeting  
September 17, 1986 
 
•  Dennis Mersky of Environmental Design 

Group presents new Master Plan 

•  Mersky presents lists of potential 
sculptors 

•  Committee discusses contacting residents 
for financial support 

•  Committee discusses contacting Stow 
Sentry for coverage 



Stow Sentry  
October 18, 1986 
 
Members of Veterans Committee plan their 
strategy for raising funds (from left):  
Kay Brown, Pat Nixon, Dan Miller and 
Dennis Lowe 



Stow Sentry 
 
•  Contributions begin 

coming in for Veterans 
Memorial project 

•  First donor: Marv Mills 
(right), owner of Mills 
Decorating Center in Stow 



Memorial  Committee Meeting  
October 27, 1986 
 
•  Donations to date: $609.25 

•  Resident solicitation letters sent out: 1,577 

•  Committee reviews works of Carl Floyd, an 
environmental sculptor from Madison, OH 

•  Committee discusses adding a fundraising 
thermometer at Memorial site 



Stow Sentry  
November 3, 1986 
 
•  Predico House raised to make space for Veterans 

Memorial and Town Hall Complex 

•  Predico House was once considered a possible home 
for the Munroe Falls Historical Society 

 
•  Once village acquired Kingsmill property and home 

next door, which will be used for museum 
 



Memorial  Committee Meeting  
December 10, 1986 
 
•  Donations to date: $609.25 

•  Resident letters sent out: 1,577 

•  Committee reviews works of Carl Floyd, 
an environmental sculptor who lives in 
Madison, OH 

•  Committee discusses adding a 
fundraising thermometer at Memorial 
site 



Example of Solicitation Letter 
January 1987 

 
Various forms of this letter were distributed 

throughout the project to area businesses, 
civic groups and residents.  



Memorial Committee Meeting  
February 18, 1987 
 
•  Letter to be sent to veterans groups 

•  Sculptor Carl Floyd discusses ideas and 
asks for input; will bring drawings to next 
meeting 

 



Memorial Committee Meeting  
March 9, 1987 
 
•  Letter to be sent to veterans groups; 

second mailing to residents 

•  Sculptor Carl Floyd presents drawings; 
will flesh out two concepts in more detail 

•  Cost: Approx. $50,000 

•  To help with funding, Floyd to donate 10 
drawings to sell at $1,000 each 



Sculptor Carl Floyd shares design proposal   March 9, 1987 
 



Memorial Committee Meeting  
May 17, 1987 
 
•  Donations to date: $14,700 

•  Second mailing to residents reviewed 

•  Discussion on Memorial design; 
agreement to scale down size to fit within 
budget 

•  Request to revise scale and design to meet 
$20,000 budget 



Stow Sentry  
August 4, 1986 

 
Works by Floyd can be viewed at the Holden 

Arboretum, Lake County Metro Park and S. 
Brooklyn branch of the Cleveland library 





Memorial Committee Meeting  
June 8, 1987 
 
Modified design to include: 
 
•  14-foot brick square base  

•  Four square columns on outside perimeter  
 
•  Four columns at center of square to 

support carving 
 
•  Total dimensions: 6x6x4 feet 

Committee approves new design and 
authorizes payment 
 
 





About Sculpture 
 
•  Memorial to feature a 15-ton block of granite atop four of eight 

columns 

•  Deep relief carving on sides of block to depict four branches of 
service with dramatic montages 

•  Each column represents one of the eight wars in which the 
United States has fought 

•  14-foot diameter brick circle to be laid underneath columns 

•  Floyd’s $25,000 work of art to be dedicated May 30 on a site 
connecting the Historical Museum and the Village Hall 

 
 



Memorial Committee Meeting  
July 20, 1987 
 
•  Solicitation letters sent out to area foundations 

•  First payment of $15,000 issued to Carl Floyd 

•  Dedication ceremony targeted for Sept 17-19 

•  Committee to ask veterans groups, Stow band, 
and girl and boy scout troops to participate 

•  Invitations to be extended to government 
officials and community leaders 

•  Floyd’s drawing to be included on invite 
 
 



Memorial Committee Meeting  
August 6, 1987 
 
•  Donations to date: 163 individual,  

128 residential  
(Average residential donation: $20.47) 

•  Due to project status and amount of notice 
needed for dignitaries, ceremony rescheduled 
for Memorial Day, 1988 

•  Target dates set for project; flag poles discussed 
 
 



Donations 
 
Contributions received from area 
businesses, organizations and 
individuals throughout the project 



CONSTRUCTION OF MEMORIAL 
1987 

 
Ground breaking: 

August 1987 
 

Construction begins: September 
1987 

 
Expected completion:  

Late Fall 1987 
 

Actual completion: Winter 1987 
 



Munroe Falls 
Veterans Memorial 

ground breaking 
August 25, 1987 

 
(First from left)  

Sculptor Carl Floyd 
 

(Fifth from left) 
Memorial Committee 

Chairperson Kay Brown 
 
 
 

Sign notifying 
citizens that work 

is beginning  
 



Arrival of 15-ton 
stone, the focal point 

of the monument 

Building platform and pillars 
to hold huge stone in place 



Unloading  
15-ton stone  

onto platform 
September 2, 1987 

 







Floyd at site several days a week 
throughout the fall and winter, 
carving the four faces to 
represent each of four branches 
of military 
 





DEDICATION CEREMONY 
June 25, 1988 

 
Part of Village’s 

Sesquicentennial Celebration 
 

Two years, two months and 
two days after committee 

appointed 







Dedication  
Ceremony 

 Program  
June 25, 1987 

 



Dedication  
Ceremony 

 Program  
June 25, 1987 





CONCLUSION 
Enough money ($12,000) 
was raised for Memorial, 

with $1,200 leftover  
 

Remaining funds used to 
install a flagpole to east of 

Memorial 
 

Funds also utilized for fall 
landscaping 



LIST OF  
CONTRIBUTORS 







UPDATE 
2019-2021 

 
Fundraising to help restore Memorial and allow for 

replacement of deteriorated bricks 
 

Engraved bricks available in two sizes: 
 4x8 ($100) and 8x8 ($200) 

 
Other planned enhancements include benches,  
re-installation of flag poles and beautification 

 
Funds also to be set aside for future maintenance 

 
 
 



2022 
Fundraising continues 

Contact Munroe Falls City Hall to 
learn more 

UPDATE 


