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The name Gaylord dates back to 1809 
within the Munroe Falls community. 
 
That’s the year early settlers migrated 
to Stow Township, specifically Munroe 
Falls, from Middletown, Connecticut.  

Eli Gaylord Home, Aurora Road, Stow Township 



STOW TOWNSHIP 
Stow Township, now Stow City, was initially 
a small part of the State of Connecticut's 
Western Reserve. 
  
The Western Reserve (today known as 
Northeast Ohio) was held, sold and 
distributed by the State of Connecticut in 
the years after the American Revolution. 
 
Much of the land was sold to a group of 
speculators who operated as the 
Connecticut Land Company. They, in turn, 
sold it in portions for development by new 
settlers. 



JOSHUA STOW 
Joshua Stow of Middletown, Connecticut – a 
surveyor and among the first exploring party to 
the Western Reserve – was a member of the 
Connecticut Land Company. 
  
Stow purchased the 25 square miles of 
wilderness that came to be known as Stow 
Township for $14,154 in 1797. 
 
Although the township is named for Stow, he 
never lived in the area – he continued to reside in 
Connecticut until his death in 1842. 



GAYLORD FAMILY  
In 1809, Jonathan Gaylord, Jr. – also of Middletown, Connecticut – 
purchased land in Stow Township from Joshua Stow.  
 
Gaylord and his family left Middletown, Connecticut, on June 1, 1809. 
 
Travel in those days was always arduous and frequently dangerous.  
Roads were bad – settlers had to cut through woods and sleep in wagons. 
 
The family made the trip to Stow Township within 41 days, reportedly with 
Jonathan Jr. walking most of the way. 
 



Jonathan was accompanied to Stow 
Township by 40 friends and family, 
including his parents, seven children, 
uncles and aunts, and sister Margaret 
“Peggy” Stow and brother-in-law 
William Stow (a distant cousin of 
Joshua Stow).  
 
The Gaylord family was among the 
very first to settle in southern part of 
Stow Township, now known as 
Munroe Falls. 

1826 map of Portage County showing Stow Township 
 (left of center) as it was originally laid out. 



GAYLORD FAMILY HISTORY 
The Gaylord family descended from the 
English Puritans who were founders of 
Connecticut.  
 
Gaylords traditionally raised big families, so 
there are thousands throughout the U.S.  
 
For the purpose of this presentation, we 
have followed a specific family line, which 
we traced from the first generation in 
America to the family’s last living resident 
of Munroe Falls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Presumably the ancestor of all the Gaylords now 
living in the Stow/Munroe Falls area is William 
Gaylord, Sr., born circa 1585 in Somerset, 
England. 
 
William left Plymouth, England, on May 20, 1630, 
and was among 140 passengers on the legendary 
ship “Mary & John” that arrived in Dorchester, MA, 
on May 30, 1630. 
 
Five years later, William traveled to the State of 
Connecticut Valley (now Windsor) as a member of 
a church party. The deacon moved his family there 
in 1638, where he later passed on July 20,1673, at 
88 years old. 



Along this specific family line, there were 
six generations of Gaylords from the time 
William Gaylord, Sr., arrived in America 
until the first Gaylord settled in Stow 
Township. 
 
From 1673 until early 1800s, the family 
primarily lived in the Middletown Upper 
Houses area, located in Middlesex County, 
Connecticut, along the Connecticut River, 
south of Hartford. 
 
Today, the historic Middletown Upper 
Houses district is visually dominated by 
residential structures built before 1810.  
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SIX GENERATIONS OF GAYLORDS IN AMERICA  
BEFORE SETTLING IN STOW TOWNSHIP 



FIRST OF THIS LINE TO SETTLE IN STOW TOWNSHIP: 
 
JONATHAN GAYLORD, JR. 1776-1826 (7TH GENERATION) 
Jonathan Gaylord, Jr., was born in Upper Middletown, Connecticut, as one of 
Jonathan Gaylord, Sr., and Elizabeth Goodwyn’s eight children. 
 
In 1798, he married Martha Thomas in Connecticut. They had seven children: 
Isaac, Elizabeth, Mary Ann, Joshua, Sylvester, Eli and Martha. 
 
Jonathan Jr. moved the family to Stow Township in Western Reserve, Ohio, in 
1809. They settled in southern part of Stow Township among 200 acres now 
known as Munroe Falls.  
 



JONATHAN GAYLORD, JR. (continued) 
Upon arrival in Stow Township, the family claimed their 
land, which was covered with timber. After clearing it with 
the help of his sons, Jonathan established the Gaylord 
Farm. 
 
Their first home was a log cabin, which was eventually 
replaced by a frame house. The oldest son Isaac lived 
for awhile on his father’s land, but then sold his interest 
to brother Joshua and moved to Tallmadge. Joshua’s 
farm was located on the north side of River Road. 
 
Jonathan and Martha were members of the Presbyterian 
Church. They are buried in the Stow cemetery. 



SYLVESTER G. GAYLORD, SR. 1808-1889 (8TH GENERATION) 
Sylvester G. Gaylord, Sr., was the third son of Jonathan, Jr. Born in Middleton, he 
arrived in Stow Township at a mere 9 months old. 
 
Sylvester grew up on the Gaylord Farm and, in 1831, married Ruth Nickerson, 
whose parents were also pioneers of Stow Township. (Her father kept a hotel at 
Stow Corners.) They had two children: Helen and Sylvester. Ruth died in 1838 at 
25 years old. 
 
Sylvester’s second wife was Julia Ann North, married in 1839. Together, they had 
five children: Lucy, William, Julia, Charlotte and Charles. 
 



SYLVESTER G. GAYLORD (continued) 
Sylvester settled on a farm in Stow Township, but 
later sold it and bought part of his father’s original 
homestead at the corner of Munroe Falls Road 
(now Route 91) and River Road. 
 
Sylvester was a carpenter, mechanic and builder. 
He served as a township trustee and trustee of the 
Disciplines Church. In 1876, Sylvester built a pulpit 
and the white-framed Stow Meeting House in which 
it was housed. 
 
The meeting house faced the road where today 
stands the parking lot of The First Christian Church 
of Stow. 



SYLVESTER G. GAYLORD (continued) 
According to grandson Howard, Sylvester 
was a ship builder and went to Sandusky for 
work. He also built many fine homes in the 
area, as well as helped build the St. Johns 
Episcopal Church in Cuyahoga Falls in 1835. 
 
According to granddaughter Ruth, Sylvester 
also helped build the Munroe Falls river dam 
and planted many of the mature trees there. 
 
Sylvester died at 80 years old and is buried 
with Julia in Stow Cemetery.  



CHARLES NEWELL GAYLORD 1852-1942  
(9TH GENERATION) 
Charles N. Gaylord was the first of this 
Gaylord line to be born in Stow Township. He 
attended academy in Tallmadge, was reared in 
farming and paper finishing, and worked at the 
Munroe Falls paper mill for 15 years. 
 
Charles married Lucy Southmayd in Stow 
Township on June 3, 1874. She was known to 
the community as Aunt Lucy and for being a 
fine musician. 
 
They had two boys: Howard and Stanley. 



Brothers Howard and 
Stanley Gaylord at the 
Gaylord farm in Munroe 
Falls, Ohio 



CHARLES NEWELL GAYLORD 
(continued) 
Charles was widely recognized in local 
business, politics and church. He made ice 
cream for many years for the Silver Lake 
Park.  
 
Charles also served as an elder in the Stow 
Church of Christ, was active in the Stow 
Branch of the Ohio Farm Bureau and 
named president of the Munroe Falls 
School Board.  
 
He also served two terms as a Summit 
County Commissioner. 
 



CHARLES NEWELL GAYLORD 
(continued) 
After Lucy’s death in 1908, Charles 
married Mary Irene Brewster 
(1874-1947) in 1910. The couple had 
no children. 
 
Charles died in 1942 at 90 years old in 
Cuyahoga Falls. (He lived on Broad 
Street in later years.) Charles is buried 
next to Lucy in the Stow Cemetery.  
 
Mary Brewster Gaylord died in 1947, 
also in Cuyahoga Falls. She is buried 
in the Brewster family plot at Akron’s 
Glendale Cemetery. 
 
 



HOWARD SOUTHMAYD GAYLORD 
1879-1954 (10TH GENERATION) 
Howard S. Gaylord married Florence 
Rosina Earl on May 4, 1902, in 
Holloway, Michigan.  
 
Together, they moved to Munroe Falls 
where they had seven children: Luvern 
(who later become an attorney), Robert, 
Richard (Dick), Lucy, Olive, Blanche 
and Raymond. 
 
The family lived on the corner of the 
Gaylord Farm on Munroe Falls Road 
(now Route 91), according to the 1940 
census. Howard was an electrical 
engineer at Elea Power Company. 
 
 

Howard and Florence Gaylord Wedding Photo, 1902 



On the old Gaylord farm – North 
River Road and Munroe Falls Road 
(now Route 91) in Munroe Falls, 
Ohio (1905) 
 
Left to Right: Charles N. Gaylord, 
Florence Gaylord, Baby Luverne 
Gaylord, a hired hand, Lucy Gaylord 
(Charles’s wife) 



Florence Gaylord with Baby Luverne 
(oldest son) at the old Gaylord farm 

in Munroe Falls, Ohio (1905) 



HOWARD SOUTHMAYD GAYLORD 
(continued) 
Howard died in Akron, Ohio, in 1954. 
Florence died in 1969.  
 
Both are supposedly buried in Stow 
Cemetery. 
 





RAYMOND GAYLORD 1921-2012  
(11TH GENERATION) 
Raymond Gaylord is the last of this Gaylord line to 
live in Munroe Falls. He was born in October 1921, 
the youngest of Howard’s seven children. 
Raymond grew up at 320 North Main (at the corner 
of Gaylord Drive).  
 
Raymond graduated from Stow High School, 
Heidelberg University, Oberlin Graduate School of 
Theology and Vanderbilt Divinity School among 
others. 
 
 



RAYMOND GAYLORD (continued) 
Raymond married Jeannette Green and 
served as Pastor and Pastor Emeritus of 
Cascade Christian Church in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 
 
They had three children – Jonathan, Sara 
and Peter – who never lived in the Munroe 
Falls area. 
 



RAYMOND GAYLORD (continued) 
Raymond died at age 90 on Friday,  
June 15, 2012. 
 
He and Jeannette are buried in Cascade 
Cemetery, Grand Rapids. 



STOW CEMETERY 
More than 100 names in the Stow Cemetery, 
located at 3162 Kent Road, are associated 
with the Gaylord family, either by birth or 
marriage. 
 
The first burial at the Stow Cemetery was 
Elizabeth Goodwin Gaylord, wife of Jonathan, 
Sr. She died in 1809 at age 61. 
 

Gaylord plot at Stow Cemetery 



ARTIFACTS FROM OTHER AREA GAYLORDS 
 
 

Unidentified “Stow High School” 



ARTIFACTS FROM OTHER AREA GAYLORDS 
 
 

“Papa”, Unidentified 

School Report Card, Richard Gaylord 



ARTIFACTS FROM OTHER AREA GAYLORDS 
 
 

Grave Card of Samuel Gaylord  Townsend Card for George T. Gaylord  



ARTIFACTS FROM OTHER AREA GAYLORDS 
 
 

Myrtle Thacker, 
daughter of Lily 

Gaylord and 
Melvin Thacker of 

Akron 

Unidentified 



For more information on the Gaylord Family 
of Munroe Falls collection, contact the 
Munroe Falls Historical Society. 
 
 
MUNROE FALLS HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY AND MUSEUM 
historicalsocietymunroefalls.weebly.com 
 
 
 
Presentation compiled by Jen Snider, member of Munroe Falls 
Historical Society (June 2022) 
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