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George Kochan: “Champ!”

George Kochan was born August 25, 1921 to Peter

Kochan and Katarina Punda Kochan, both of whom were born
In Austria, Hungary. George had four brothers: Steve, Joseph,
John, and Pete, and a sister.

The Kochan kids grew up on Mustill Street, in Akron, Ohio,
although their street became known as “Muscle Street” in the
tough immigrant neighborhood between the banks of the Ohio
& Erie Canal and the Little Cuyahoga River in Akron.

George, a 5’10.5” fighter, was Croatian. His neighbors, Pete
and Steve Ramnytz were Romanian. The neighborhood boys
were good at fist-fighting and skipping school, although only e ‘Q
George was able to make some money at fighting.

GEORGE KOCHAN




George Kochan—Champ!

George’s debut in boxing was on
October 14, 1941. He earned his
Global ID# 11789 (BoxRec)

His first fight was against Mickey
Janoski of Canton, Ohio, and George

won \
Of George’s fights which he won, 33%
were won with knockouts!

He fought both middleweight and li
heavyweight.




Champ’s Most Notable Fights

Jake LaMotta 9-29-1944 and 11-3-1944
at the Olympia Stadium in Detroit,
Michigan, where LaMotta scrambled him
up pretty badly. In the opening scene
of the movie “Raging Bull” there is film
footage clips of LaMotta vs Kochan, in
Detroit, 1944,

Payment: $1000.00 and 3 round trip
plane tickets.
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George fought 73 professional bouts, 781
rounds during his career.

= George won or won by decision often in his early
career (October 1941-1943, but began losing more
fights after his fights with LaMotta in 1944.

= George’s last fight was against Johnny Dupree who
had a 42 win; 13 loss; and 3 draw record. The
fight was in Tampa, Florida, in 1948. George lost.

= George’s overall record was 40 wins; 22 losses; 11
draws.
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Many newspaper articles about
George and his fights.



% ﬁNEALOGYBANK Mon, Mar 11,1946 | Detroit Times (Detroit,Ml) | Page 4
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Bob Murphy
Sports Editor
Politics Kept Kochan  Departed From City
From Settling Here After Amatenr Row

FOE'S MANAGER RECALLS THE INCIDENT.

Next Friday might’s bout at the Olympia between
Jimmy l-%u- and George Nochan might have been an all
Detroit affair had it nut bevn for a bit of amateur politics
played back before the war.

This bit of Yusness convineed the Akron-born Kochan, who
had come here 10 make hes living with
his fists, that Detroit was too peacetul
a town for the hikes of him. 2o he drifted
away 1o make his headquarniers in New
York.
Eddse Futch, trainer of Edgar. was

cane here in the days

tion wa~ flourishing.” bhe recalled.

1 wanted

Canty snd Hayes previously had fought two hard battle~.
“Se. when I got to L. of D. I contacted Leo Jones shout
Hayes. He sald Charley would not be G
able to meet Canty. I asked him if be t
had any other middieweight 1 could i
wse. He replied in the negative. =
Goes to See Jones I

~A short time Iater this young l"'
fellow came up to me and sakied about = o
my comversation with Jomes. 1 told =
him. He said. ‘Tl fight Caaty. I'm ‘e
in shape and I came bhere to fizght. '_‘
Tl go see Joues. s

“He went awsy after that and i
woon I beard that be and Jomes had "
a row. A short while later this young )
sight s

“Some years later Edgar sad 1 were in New York for a
fight. One of the fighters hailed us from a dressing room. He |
:‘:r u."na-ls u-.u-u--.‘a. ot until :

L . 't lace him be
recalled the Jomes incident. ’

b Kochas.” he said, ‘sad I'm on top here to-
T
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L ﬁNEALOGYBANK Tue, Sep 26,1944 | Detroit evening times (Detroit, MI) | Issue: 360 | Page 13

This Kochan
Gefs Around -

By LEO MACDONELL

George Kochan, who is polishe |
ing off training at the Monroe'!
gymnasium for hiz fight with Jake !
LaMotta at Olympia Friday mght.,
‘|comes from a family of merchant
1 mariners, '

Kochan engaged in a light work-

2 ‘out hefore a crowd of railbirds at |
*‘the gym yesterday and will box
v|today., LaMotta is due to arrive
- (today.

Boxer George, a [ormer member
} lof the merchant marine, has three
brothers still serving in that
branch, Johnny Kochan, only 24,
_|1s a commander and currently on
,.hu way to Australia. Joe Kochan'

‘has heen in North Africa andi

'Sicilv and Steve Kochan in Guad- .

‘alcanal.

»| After serving five years in the'
. merchant marine, during which he
s faw a good share of the world,
1 ,George Kochan quit that service
, ,and joined the coast guard, from:
s iwhich he was given an honouble'
p discharge recently.

| Kochan boasts 52 profmioml
Inghu of which he lost but four.

-~
-—
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Wants Kochan to Be ||
New Ring Idol Here

By LEO MACDONELL ~
Wlmhuhlmhmnd(;:pwl?&nm fighters.

—

! Whmhuoth.-dmzidhalﬂgmfmvﬂlhrﬁm
‘jing to familiar haunts, |

will be making his first appear-
ance in a local ~
Kochan

hails from -

|
!
H
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1 Rifle Matches
On This Sunday

The largest outdoor rifle match |¢
of the season is being heid this

CEEELLTET]

Sunday at the Royal Cak Recrea- |

Department Rifle Club. ‘I’he:
club is Jocated in Starr road |c
(13% Mile road) a mile east of't

i

j

B,

828

134 .§g E
'8-3.5 75w

t be
v RESUMES FIGHTING : ree|.
‘! He was recently given a medical bel,
5 from the navy and re- ¢
4 'in-u%mmrnsg-: STATE TRQOP SHOOT »
rilast fight he beat ¥ A special indoor match is being | *
s/nett, a highly hzldtmss bemﬁ&zf:
. tate .

of “Before that he handed Deacon/yocnian State Troops 4nd Co. E- |y
eiLogan a pasting. Deacon had!over four positions and is the first |
d{become a sensation in St Louis.|in 3 series of OH
e|where he rolled up a spectacular| events to be held thiso
yistring of victories. fall and winter. AH
iﬂ melzmﬁinltrut;orof " State (v
ivan, pilots Lee Oma. the Troops, is in charge teh.

lad who won a deci over Lou = e 2

Bunker Hill

Beat Bronc

KALAMAZOO. Sept. B—P’i.(y:

the
to defeat before an air-minded B
today. 33-7.
The Fliers have 3 r'purk!‘mg for

half last year, and Mal Kutner,|

https://www.genealogybank.com/doc/newspapers/image/v2:143BBB730D 9608 3A@GB3NEWS-
16811A2344C951C6@2431358-167E3921908E5D14@61-167E3921908E5D 14

Accessed on 04 February 2021

© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrighted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.




4 ﬁNEALOGYBANK Wed, Oct 29,1941 | Repository (Canton,OH) | Page 19

Kochan Knocks Out Opponent
With Opening Round Punches

.A hard shol to the stomach of
a substitute opponent midway in
the first round provided George
Kochan of Akron with a rapid
knockout in the headline bout of
the 20th Century fight card at
Labor hall Tuesday night,

Scout Blackmer was vietim of
the punch after substituting for
Mike Janoski, Smithficld fighter,
who was forced from action by a
carbuncle. Blackmer mixed with
Kochan, a fast hard puncher, for
a few opening flurries but was
floored for the count when the
Akron fighter drilled a hard left
to his midsection, Blackmer
welghed 160 and Kochan 158 for
the bout which was scheduled for
eight rounds.

In a wide open preliminary
battle, Junior Kuffman of Mas-
sillon gained .a four round de-
cision from Howard Umbles of

Canton,

Kuffman's more solid
punching offset the speed of the
Canton Negro to build a margin
in the final round. Umbles stag-
gered his opponent in the third

-|{frame but couldn't follow up his

advantage.

The main- prelimlnary was won
by Don Datavlo. 166, of Massil-
lon as he ‘outlasted 'rlger Jack-
son, 157, of Kent, in an awkward,
hitting fray. - Tony Hoffer of
Canton, spilled Youhg Janoski of
Smithville four times in four
roinds to win a decision and
Jimmy Hatfleld 138, Canton,
succumbed ' in the ﬂm round
against Millon Glass, 135, of Ak~
ron. The program opened ' with
Milton Brown and Chester Jack-
son, both of Canton, who togeth-
er weighed roughly 113 pounds,
fighting to a three round draw.

https://www.genealogybank.com/doc/newspapers/image/v2:132F 16686B9EB1BF@GB3NEWS-
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QﬁN EALOGYBANK Mon,Mar 30,1942 | Daily Advocate (Stamford,CT) | Page 12

George KochanIs |
In Feature Bout

Undefeated Middleweight
Clashes With Alzek in White
Plains County Center Ring.

Kochan, undefeated
 middleweight _youngster from

the
management of Joe Gould sev-
eral months ago. Tbe Ohio lad
only twenly vears of age. has

_ite is a seasoned battler and in
his last two scraps defeated Jack
-A,

very p

Westchester fans when he knock-
ed out Augie Angarano in the
White Plaina ring four weeks

Alzek rules & 7 to 5 favorite
to outpoint his heavy hitting
rival but if there is = kayo
X figures to 3core it. Pro-
moter Joe McKenna anticipates a
sellout crowd for the middle-
weight tusale and has promised
the winner a bout with Vic Del-
licurti of Harlem.
Danny

six sessions. Rosati recently

made his New York ring debut

st White Plains and registered
hit. Two

iis of Corona, L. I.
Two four-rounders will show

Brooklyn: and Mike Bulik. West
Side lightweight vs., Leroy Green-
wood of Long Branch, N. J.

%
i
R
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Passion For a Job...But a Big Price to Pay

George told Munroe Falls resident, Bob
Sallaz, “Bobby, my manager wasn’t afraid
of nobody.”

Thus, George was often set up for fights
with others better than himself. This led
to brain injuries which could not be
repaired.




Injuries from the Job

Once returning to Akron at
the end of his fighting career,
George wasn’t “right.”

Today we would call this
“traumatic brain injury,” as
boxers rarely used head gear
that would protect the brain
from the force of punches to
the face and head. There
were also no support services
for people with these
injuries.



Downtown Akron Locals Recongized George
and did what they could to help him.

In Akron, many knew George and would
do what they could to help him. The
police force knew George and would see
him shadow boxing and staying in shape
up and down Akron’s streets.




Making Money, Yet Losing His Investment

George came home from his fighting having earned
money, enough to purchase two homes: One for
his mother, and one for his sister, who later
became is guardian.

His sister later sold both homes, leaving George
with no home to live in. As a result, George lived
at the Old Mayflower Hotel which eventually
became a Senior Assisted Living Center.



Getting Recognition

A local sports writer stumbled upon some write-ups about Geor
in his glory days of fighting. He decided the local prizewinning
boxer deserved recognition for his role in boxing. The
newspaper bought George a new suit and a limo took him to a
banquet where he was inducted into the Summit County Sports
Hall of Fame.

A nice article was written up out his induction in the local news.
After that, George wore his suit everywhere and even enjoyed a

good cigar every now and then! It felt good to be recognized by
his hometown.



Munroe Falls resident befriends “Champ”

Munroe Falls resident, Bob Sallaz, said his dad knew George Kocha
from his amateur boxing days in the late 1930’s. He told his son,

Bob, to be kind to “Champ” when he would see him in downtown
Akron.

George would often use the Akron City Hall basement coffee shop
to use the restroom and often get a treat of a cup of coffee and a
donut offered by Bob Sallaz.

Bob would often talk to him, always calling him, “Champ,” or
“Your Honor.” In fact, Bob would tease George and tell him to run
for Mayor as Mayor Ballard was not a fan of George.



Scrapbook photos and magazine cover




The Passing of “Champ”

It is good to remember
local heroes of the
past. Not many
remember the name of
George Kochan, an
Akron boy who followed
his dream. For Munroe
Falls resident, Bob
Sallaz, he will always
remember the
“Champ!”




Akron Beacon Journal Article on George Kochan’s Death

GEORGE 'CHAMP' KOCHAN DIES AT 73

Akron Beacon Journal (OH) - Wednesday, September 20, 1995
George "The Champ" Kochan of Akron, a top-ranked middleweight contender during the 1940s, won 44 professional fights. But Monday
he lost his final bout -- to cancer.

The Champ, who became a well-known downtown Akron street character in later years, died at Ridgewood Place after a long battle with
cancer. He was 73.

As well as his 44 wins, Kochan lost 21 and drew 11 fights in his eight years as a pro boxer. The Akron native fought such standouts as Jake
LaMotta, Archie Moore, Ossie Harris and Billy "Blackjack" Fox.

Kochan claimed to have won more than $200,000 during the 1940s and to have wooed movie starlets and buddied with Jack Dempsey. In
later years he survived on a small Social Security disability check and wore hand-me-down clothes.

Afixture at the Ninth Floor coffee shop in the Akron Police Station, Kochan often bummed money for coffee from police officers, lawyers,
judges and even an Akron mayor or two.

John Adams, who was the court-appointed guardian for Kochan, says that during his illness, Kochan sometimes walked away from his
Copley nursing home and came downtown. But he wasn't gone long because all the Akron cops recognized him and took him back.

"All the cops loved him," Adams said.

Kochan fought three bouts with LaMotta. Of his first on Sept. 29, 1944, Kochan said it was the best fight of his career, but the judges gave
LaMotta a close 10-round decision. LaMotta won their next two matches by knockouts. "In those two fights, LaMotta showed that maybe
| didn't win that first fight after all," Kochan recalled in a 1978 Beacon Journal story.

Although classed as a middleweight, Kochan sometimes fought heavyweights. "My manager wasn't afraid of none of them," he
explained.

Kochan was a U.S. Coast Guard veteran of World War Il. He was inducted into the Summit County Sports Hall of Fame in 1982.

For many years he attended daily Mass at St. Vincent Catholic Church and was a member of St. Bernard Catholic Church.

He was preceded in death by brothers, Steve, Joseph and John Kochan and leaves brother Pete Kochan of Akron.

Calling hours are from 6 to 8 p.m. tomorrow, when services will be held at the Kucko-Anthony-Kertesz funeral home. Burial will be at 11
a.m. Friday in Holy Cross cemetery.

kron Beacon Journal (OH) - Wednesday, September 20, 1995




» With thanks to:

Bob Sallaz of Munroe Falls for the information and
stories about George Kochan

Barb Baltrinic, researcher and organizer of this
presentation

February 3, 2021




